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Review Article

ACritical Reassessment of Nasir al-Qafari’s Evidences Concerning the
Alleged Extremism of Shi‘i Beliefs onthe Doctrine ofImamate

Seyyed Mohammad Sadegh Javadi'
Majid Fatemi Nejad®

& Abstract

The charge of ghuliw—that is, attributing divine status to human figures—has consistent-
ly been leveled by leading Salafi figures, particularly Nasir al-Qafari, against Shi‘i beliefs concern-
ing the doctrine of the Imamate. In his works, al-Qafari has identified as clear manifestations of
ghulGw such notions as the attribution of lordship (rublbiyyah), the creation of acts (khalq al-af‘al),
the alleged sharing of the Imams (peace be upon them) with the Prophet (peace be upon him and
his family) in the attribute of prophethood (nubuwwa), and the practice of seeking intercession
(tawassul) through them, among similar claims. He maintains that such doctrines are absent in
the practice (sirah) of the righteous Salaf (al-salaf al-salih) and are considered Shi‘i innovations
(bid‘ah). Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, this study first extracts and explicates
Nasir al-Qafari’s arguments, and then, through a critical examination of each of his claims on the
basis of Qur'anic sources, hadiths (propheticand Imamitraditions), and the scholarly views of both
Islamic schools—particularly Sunni authorities—assesses whether these accusations genuinely
correspond to the doctrinal foundations of Shi‘i belief. The findings of this research indicate that
the Wahhabi claim of labeling Shi‘i doctrines as instances of ghulGw is not only unsupported by
credible evidence, but that many of these beliefs are in fact deeply rooted within the broader
Islamic tradition—even appearing in Sunni sources—and have been affirmed by scholars as well as
embodied in established Muslim practice. Therefore, al-Qifart’s critiques are largely groundedinan
incomplete or stereotypical understanding of Shi‘i beliefs and lack scholarly fairness.

Keywords: Imamate; Twelver Shi‘ism; GhulGw; Wahhabism; Nasir al-Qifari.

* Received: 5 May, 2025 (1404/02/15); Accepted: 25 November, 2025 (1404/09/04)
1. Level 4 Student, Specialized Field of Comparative Theology, Navvab Higher Theological School, Mashhad, Iran (Correspond-
ing Author). ssh59727@gmail.com

2 . Scholar at the School of Advanced Levels, Khorasan Islamic Seminary; PhD Graduate in Wahhabism Studies, University of

Religions and Denominations, Qom, Iran. ma556261(@gmail.com


https://orcid.org/0009-0001-5272-2676
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-5272-2676

The rational sciences researches

Vol.2, No.1, serial No.2, spring & summer 2025
_ Review Article _
Negative Ontology and the Truthmaker Problem for False and Negative
Propositionsinthe Thought ofImam Khomeini: AComparative Study with
Contemporary Analytic Philosophy

Mohammad Amin Afzalzadeh'

& Abstract

This article examines Imam Khomeini’s innovative solution to the longstanding problem of
truthmakers for negative propositions. The correspondence theory faces the challenge of account-
ing for the truth of negative propositions—such as “Socrates does not fly” —a difficulty that has led
either to the acceptance of negative facts or to the adoption of complex metaphysical solutions.
Imam Khomeini offers a coherent and parsimonious solution through the concept of “khalwu
safhat al-waqi” (the emptiness of the page of reality). According to this view, the truth of negative
propositions does not arise from the existence of non-entities, but rather from the fact that the
wholly positive fabric of reality is devoid of the referent of the proposition. By redefining the
structure of the proposition and substituting “identity” (huwiyyah) for the “judgmental relation”
(nisbah hukmiyyah) in foundational statements, and by emphasizing “affirmative representation”
(hikayah tasdigiyyah) as the criterion of truth, this theory prevents the proliferation of entities pos-
sessing merely hypothetical existence. This theory is rooted in the principles of Transcendent Phi-
losophy (al-hikmah al-muta‘aliyah)—such as the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujad)—as well as
theoretical gnosis (‘irfan-i nazari), and it demonstrates how this perspective successfully accounts
for the truth of propositions concerning non-existents (ma‘diimat) and impossible entities (mum-
tani‘at). In a comparative analysis with contemporary theories, such as Armstrong’s eliminativism
and theincompatibility theory, the advantages of Imam Khomeini’s approach become evidentinits
preservation of metaphysical coherence and avoidance of unnecessary complexities. Employing
a textual-analytical methodology, this study demonstrates that Imam Khomeini’s theory not only
provides an effective solution to a long-standing crisis in both Islamic and Western philosophy, but
also offers a model of minimalist metaphysics—defined as the avoidance of hypothetical entities—
that is systematic and capable of engaging in dialogue with contemporary debates in analytic phi-
losophy.

Keywords: Truthmaker; Negative propositions; Negative facts; Imam Khomeini; Negative
ontology; Emptiness of the page of reality (khulw safhat al-waqi‘); Identity (huwiyyah); Correspon-
dence theory of truth.
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Review Article

The Cinematic Representation of the Immaterial Soul: Incorporeality and
Spatial Universality

Mohammad Javad Darvishy '

& Abstract

The attainment of the resultant superior pleasure necessitates the enhancement of human
awareness, particularly regarding philosophical matters. Although the enhancement of awareness
is achievable through various means, media—particularly film—possesses a remarkable capacity
for the rapid and precise transmission of diverse meanings, especially those concepts whose ap-
prehension is difficult. At present, the transmission of significant religious concepts through film
is rare; this deficiency leaves the audience without the necessary awareness, entangled in doubts,
and deprived of the opportunity for superior pleasure. One of the most influential religious-phil-
osophical concepts is the Immaterial Soul. This soul entails specific inherent attributes, such as
incorporeality and spatial universality; therefore, addressing these attributes is essential for the
effective transmission of this concept. One of the most influential religious-philosophical concepts
is the Immaterial Soul. This soul entails specific inherent attributes, such as incorporeality and
spatial universality; therefore, addressing these attributes is essential for the effective transmis-
sion of this concept. The proposed solution is that the Point-of-View (POV) shot, when juxtaposed
with a balanced shot devoid of a positive element, possesses the capacity to convey the Immaterial
Soul’s attribute of incorporeality. Furthermore, positioning an entity in multiple locations within a
temporally recurring narrative can effectively convey the attribute of spatial universality.

Keywords: The Immaterial Soul in Cinema; Spatial Universality in Cinema; Incorporeality in
Cinema; Philosophy in Cinema.
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_ Review Article _

The Plurality of Souls: AComparative Analysis of Islamicand Western
Philosophy

MohammadMahdi Oveisi'
Yaser Hosseinpour?

& Abstract

The problem of the reality of the human being constitutes one of the most important issuesin
Metaphysics) Philosophia Prima ;(indeed ,it stands among the primary inquiries of this discipline.
Many issues in Metaphysics as well as in Applied Philosophies are grounded in the articulation of
thereality of the human being .The views expressed regarding the reality of the human being ,both
in Islamic and Western philosophy ,are numerous ;yet ,in general ,they can all be classified into two
major categories :monistic and pluralistic perspectives .For each of these perspectives ,specific
subdivisions are briefly outlined and examined through a descriptive-analytical method ,accom-
panied by a comparative analysis of Islamic and Western philosophy .Furthermore ,the objection
regarding the impossibility of the coexistence of contradictory attributes—such as perceiver
)mudrik (and non-perceiver ,perceived) mudrak (and non-perceived ,and material and immaterial
within a single dimension—is raised against monists .This issue is examined under the preferred
pluralistic view concerning the two vegetative and human souls.

Keywords :Dimensions of the Soul ;Reality of the Human Being ;Human Soul ;Pluralism;
Monism.
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A Comparative Study of the Implications of the Reality of the Soulin
Theological Discussions Based on the Views of ‘Allamah al-Hilliand
Khwajah Nasir al-Dinal-Tust

Mohammad Javad Karizi'

& Abstract

One of the innate concerns of the human being is the knowledge of God and the quest for
God ;consequently ,it requires a precise and convincing response ,for an innate need can never be
silenced unlessitis fulfilled .The human soul ,as a percipient entity ,constitutes one of the essential
prerequisites for the knowledge of God ;therefore ,the precise elucidation of the reality of the
human being holds significant importance .In the present study ,the views of’ Allamah al-Hilli and
Khwajah Nasir al-Din al-TUsi are examined using a descriptive-analytical method ,focusing on how
these two foundational perspectives influence theological discussions .To illustrate their impact
on the knowledge of God ,the views of these two eminent scholars are first presented ,followed
by an analysis of the implications of these views in three domains :the Divine Essence ,Divine Attri-
butes ,and Divine Acts .Finally ,several inductive conclusions are drawn .In the immaterial human
being,the possibility of attaining knowledge of God exists—contrary to the view of* Allamah al-Hillr.
Moreover ,the means and limits of acquiring such knowledge in the immaterial human are acces-
sible through sense perception,reason ,and intuition ,with the scope of knowledge corresponding
to the breadth of existential capacity .By contrast ,the material human being is confined to sensory
instruments and particular sciences .According to the principle of immateriality ,both the restric-
tion) tawqifiyyah (and non-restriction of Divine attributes ,as well as their semantic or merely
verbal commonality ,can be justified .By contrast ,within the materialist view ,only restriction and
verbal commonality are valid .The apparent meaning of the vision of God in the textual evidence
can be explained on the basis of immateriality ,whereas in the materialist perspective it cannot.
Moreover ,only the immaterial human being possesses all degrees of Divine Unity) Tawhid.(
Likewise ,it is solely within the immaterialist framework that God’s knowledge of His own Essence
can be established through the human soul’s knowledge of its own essence .Finally ,teleology and
the wise creation of the human being are affirmed exclusively according to the principle ofimmate-
riality.

Keywords: Khwajah Nasir al-Din al-Tasi* ;Allamah al-Hillt ;immaterial ;Material ;Limitation;
Wisdom.
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Review Article

A Comparative Study of the Concept of Love in the Views of Mulla Sadra
and Erich Fromm (Focusing on Al-Asfarand The Art of Loving)

Reyhaneh Shayesteh'
Seyed Morteza Hosseini Shahroudi®

& Abstract

Love constitutes a fundamental topic in social psychology and stands as one of the most influ-
ential phenomenain human life; therefore, understanding and analyzing it can play a pivotal role in
shaping human destiny and the various dimensions of human life.

Like many other thinkers, Erich Fromm and Mulla Sadra have addressed this issue. This article
examines fundamental and theoretical questions concerning love from the perspectives of these
two scholars, elucidating the similarities and differences in their views. Specifically, it discusses the
definition and purpose of love, the manner of its permeation (saryan), its characteristics and types,
its vertical and horizontal grades, earthly love, the relationship between self-love and altruism, the
distinction between self-love and selfishness, and finally, love for God.

After examining the theoretical discussions on love from the perspectives of these two
thinkers, the study concludes that although numerous points of convergence can be found in their
analyses of the human being— Mulla Sadra as a philosopher and Erich Fromm as a psychologist—a
closer investigation reveals that Mulla Sadra’s intellectual framework, as a religious philosopher,
presents a more coherent and humanistic account of love compared to Fromm’s non-religious psy-

chological perspective.

Keywords:Love ;Mulla Sadra ;Erich Fromm ;Philosophy ;Psychology.
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