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Negative Ontology and the Truthmaker Problem for False and Negative
Propositionsinthe Thought ofImam Khomeini: AComparative Study with
Contemporary Analytic Philosophy

Mohammad Amin Afzalzadeh'

& Abstract

This article examines Imam Khomeini’s innovative solution to the longstanding problem of
truthmakers for negative propositions. The correspondence theory faces the challenge of account-
ing for the truth of negative propositions—such as “Socrates does not fly” —a difficulty that has led
either to the acceptance of negative facts or to the adoption of complex metaphysical solutions.
Imam Khomeini offers a coherent and parsimonious solution through the concept of “khalwu
safhat al-waqi” (the emptiness of the page of reality). According to this view, the truth of negative
propositions does not arise from the existence of non-entities, but rather from the fact that the
wholly positive fabric of reality is devoid of the referent of the proposition. By redefining the
structure of the proposition and substituting “identity” (huwiyyah) for the “judgmental relation”
(nisbah hukmiyyah) in foundational statements, and by emphasizing “affirmative representation”
(hikayah tasdigiyyah) as the criterion of truth, this theory prevents the proliferation of entities pos-
sessing merely hypothetical existence. This theory is rooted in the principles of Transcendent Phi-
losophy (al-hikmah al-muta‘aliyah)—such as the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujad)—as well as
theoretical gnosis (‘irfan-i nazari), and it demonstrates how this perspective successfully accounts
for the truth of propositions concerning non-existents (ma‘diimat) and impossible entities (mum-
tani‘at). In a comparative analysis with contemporary theories, such as Armstrong’s eliminativism
and theincompatibility theory, the advantages of Imam Khomeini’s approach become evidentinits
preservation of metaphysical coherence and avoidance of unnecessary complexities. Employing
a textual-analytical methodology, this study demonstrates that Imam Khomeini’s theory not only
provides an effective solution to a long-standing crisis in both Islamic and Western philosophy, but
also offers a model of minimalist metaphysics—defined as the avoidance of hypothetical entities—
that is systematic and capable of engaging in dialogue with contemporary debates in analytic phi-
losophy.

Keywords: Truthmaker; Negative propositions; Negative facts; Imam Khomeini; Negative
ontology; Emptiness of the page of reality (khulw safhat al-waqi‘); Identity (huwiyyah); Correspon-
dence theory of truth.
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