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Review Article

ACritical Reassessment of Nasir al-Qafari’s Evidences Concerning the
Alleged Extremism of Shi‘i Beliefs onthe Doctrine ofImamate

Seyyed Mohammad Sadegh Javadi'
Majid Fatemi Nejad®

& Abstract

The charge of ghuliw—that is, attributing divine status to human figures—has consistent-
ly been leveled by leading Salafi figures, particularly Nasir al-Qafari, against Shi‘i beliefs concern-
ing the doctrine of the Imamate. In his works, al-Qafari has identified as clear manifestations of
ghulGw such notions as the attribution of lordship (rublbiyyah), the creation of acts (khalq al-af‘al),
the alleged sharing of the Imams (peace be upon them) with the Prophet (peace be upon him and
his family) in the attribute of prophethood (nubuwwa), and the practice of seeking intercession
(tawassul) through them, among similar claims. He maintains that such doctrines are absent in
the practice (sirah) of the righteous Salaf (al-salaf al-salih) and are considered Shi‘i innovations
(bid‘ah). Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, this study first extracts and explicates
Nasir al-Qafari’s arguments, and then, through a critical examination of each of his claims on the
basis of Qur'anic sources, hadiths (propheticand Imamitraditions), and the scholarly views of both
Islamic schools—particularly Sunni authorities—assesses whether these accusations genuinely
correspond to the doctrinal foundations of Shi‘i belief. The findings of this research indicate that
the Wahhabi claim of labeling Shi‘i doctrines as instances of ghulGw is not only unsupported by
credible evidence, but that many of these beliefs are in fact deeply rooted within the broader
Islamic tradition—even appearing in Sunni sources—and have been affirmed by scholars as well as
embodied in established Muslim practice. Therefore, al-Qifart’s critiques are largely groundedinan
incomplete or stereotypical understanding of Shi‘i beliefs and lack scholarly fairness.

Keywords: Imamate; Twelver Shi‘ism; GhulGw; Wahhabism; Nasir al-Qifari.
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