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_ Review Article _

The Plurality of Souls: AComparative Analysis of Islamicand Western
Philosophy

MohammadMahdi Oveisi'
Yaser Hosseinpour?

& Abstract

The problem of the reality of the human being constitutes one of the most important issuesin
Metaphysics) Philosophia Prima ;(indeed ,it stands among the primary inquiries of this discipline.
Many issues in Metaphysics as well as in Applied Philosophies are grounded in the articulation of
thereality of the human being .The views expressed regarding the reality of the human being ,both
in Islamic and Western philosophy ,are numerous ;yet ,in general ,they can all be classified into two
major categories :monistic and pluralistic perspectives .For each of these perspectives ,specific
subdivisions are briefly outlined and examined through a descriptive-analytical method ,accom-
panied by a comparative analysis of Islamic and Western philosophy .Furthermore ,the objection
regarding the impossibility of the coexistence of contradictory attributes—such as perceiver
)mudrik (and non-perceiver ,perceived) mudrak (and non-perceived ,and material and immaterial
within a single dimension—is raised against monists .This issue is examined under the preferred
pluralistic view concerning the two vegetative and human souls.

Keywords :Dimensions of the Soul ;Reality of the Human Being ;Human Soul ;Pluralism;
Monism.
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