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_ Review Article _
A Comparative Study of the Implications of the Reality of the Soulin
Theological Discussions Based on the Views of ‘Allamah al-Hilliand
Khwajah Nasir al-Dinal-Tust

Mohammad Javad Karizi'

& Abstract

One of the innate concerns of the human being is the knowledge of God and the quest for
God ;consequently ,it requires a precise and convincing response ,for an innate need can never be
silenced unlessitis fulfilled .The human soul ,as a percipient entity ,constitutes one of the essential
prerequisites for the knowledge of God ;therefore ,the precise elucidation of the reality of the
human being holds significant importance .In the present study ,the views of’ Allamah al-Hilli and
Khwajah Nasir al-Din al-TUsi are examined using a descriptive-analytical method ,focusing on how
these two foundational perspectives influence theological discussions .To illustrate their impact
on the knowledge of God ,the views of these two eminent scholars are first presented ,followed
by an analysis of the implications of these views in three domains :the Divine Essence ,Divine Attri-
butes ,and Divine Acts .Finally ,several inductive conclusions are drawn .In the immaterial human
being,the possibility of attaining knowledge of God exists—contrary to the view of* Allamah al-Hillr.
Moreover ,the means and limits of acquiring such knowledge in the immaterial human are acces-
sible through sense perception,reason ,and intuition ,with the scope of knowledge corresponding
to the breadth of existential capacity .By contrast ,the material human being is confined to sensory
instruments and particular sciences .According to the principle of immateriality ,both the restric-
tion) tawqifiyyah (and non-restriction of Divine attributes ,as well as their semantic or merely
verbal commonality ,can be justified .By contrast ,within the materialist view ,only restriction and
verbal commonality are valid .The apparent meaning of the vision of God in the textual evidence
can be explained on the basis of immateriality ,whereas in the materialist perspective it cannot.
Moreover ,only the immaterial human being possesses all degrees of Divine Unity) Tawhid.(
Likewise ,it is solely within the immaterialist framework that God’s knowledge of His own Essence
can be established through the human soul’s knowledge of its own essence .Finally ,teleology and
the wise creation of the human being are affirmed exclusively according to the principle ofimmate-
riality.

Keywords: Khwajah Nasir al-Din al-Tasi* ;Allamah al-Hillt ;immaterial ;Material ;Limitation;
Wisdom.
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