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Review Article

A Comparative Study of the Concept of Love in the Views of Mulla Sadra
and Erich Fromm (Focusing on Al-Asfarand The Art of Loving)

Reyhaneh Shayesteh'
Seyed Morteza Hosseini Shahroudi®

& Abstract

Love constitutes a fundamental topic in social psychology and stands as one of the most influ-
ential phenomenain human life; therefore, understanding and analyzing it can play a pivotal role in
shaping human destiny and the various dimensions of human life.

Like many other thinkers, Erich Fromm and Mulla Sadra have addressed this issue. This article
examines fundamental and theoretical questions concerning love from the perspectives of these
two scholars, elucidating the similarities and differences in their views. Specifically, it discusses the
definition and purpose of love, the manner of its permeation (saryan), its characteristics and types,
its vertical and horizontal grades, earthly love, the relationship between self-love and altruism, the
distinction between self-love and selfishness, and finally, love for God.

After examining the theoretical discussions on love from the perspectives of these two
thinkers, the study concludes that although numerous points of convergence can be found in their
analyses of the human being— Mulla Sadra as a philosopher and Erich Fromm as a psychologist—a
closer investigation reveals that Mulla Sadra’s intellectual framework, as a religious philosopher,
presents a more coherent and humanistic account of love compared to Fromm’s non-religious psy-

chological perspective.

Keywords:Love ;Mulla Sadra ;Erich Fromm ;Philosophy ;Psychology.
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